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PREFACE

The responsibility for spatial planning has long been considered the domain
of the State, particularly in the Caribbean. It is now greatly appreciated that
the private sector and civil society should be inseparable partners. In keeping
with the theme of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting which
was held in Trinidad and Tobago, CAP Americas, including professional plan-
ning associations in Barbados, Canada, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago,
agreed to collaborate with the Ministry of Planning and the Town and Country
Planning Division to explore partnership arrangements.

The meeting also included planning individuals from other Commonwealth
Caribbean States, as well as several students, who attended with the assis-
tance of the Commonwealth Foundation. In addition, the possibilities for part-
nership arrangements were explored with Francophone Caribbean
neighbours.

The Report of the proceedings presented here captures the salient issues
which informed the transmission of recommendations for consideration of the
Commonwealth leaders at the follow-up CHOGM Meeting.

These discussions will also go a very long way to enhancing our efforts to sup-
port each other within the planning profession and to foster and inform strate-
gies for meaningful collaboration with the private sector and the people in the
implementation of development plans. Certainly, this discussion will continue
and we express our appreciation to all those who contributed and trust that
this Report serves to enhance and expand the debate.

James Armstrong,
Vice President, CAP Americas.
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